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Nature, nurture
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Above, Kevin Chang, president of Four Seasons Orchids, tends to his flowers, below, in a greenhouse at the Rulgers EcoComplex in Bordentown.
The complex is the state’s largest incubator for environmentally friendly businesses.

Rutgers EcoComplex helps small firms become green glants

BY BETH FITZGERALD
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Like most companies, Acrion started
with a bright idea: Turn the methane gas
walting from decomposing trash at the

loeal dump into fuel for tracks.

Now, owner Bill Brown's company is
pearing up to produce commercial quan-
tities of compressed liquid methane as an
alternative to diesel fuel — part of the

eraze for any and all things green.

Similar businesses are sprouting up
every day. A few will become the Mi-
crosoft or Intel of the Z1st century. Most
will Lwve short lives, with their owners
leaming just how difficult it is to go fom
an idea to a company that can generaté
the kind of green that falls to the bottom

line,

In the center of it all in New Jersey
may be the Rutgers EcoComplex. Al-
ready, the so-called green business ineu-

ECOCOMPLEX

CONTENUELY FROM PAGE 31

enough  eadership [om  govern-
ment, We have the best global-
warming scientists in the nation
between Princeton and Ruteers
we iave evervthing we need (o bea
nation:l or international leader”

GREENHOUSES

The Rutgers EcoComplex, purt
of the New Jersey Agncultural Ex-
periment  Station. s the grand-
daddy uf New Jersey's green ineu-
bators. [ began in 19485 as &
b 050 0Are-Tool  preenhouse  in
Florenes that 18 heated and lighted
by methane from the oearby Bur-
lington County landfill; its
A0,000-square-foot, lub, office and
eunferene bullding opened 20010

Uther  ervirorne:ntal-business
incubalors wre emensng. as well
Cine s part of Farleien Dickinson
University in Madison The
will be launched ) by the
Mew Jersey Meadowlands Cornenis-
A10n0 1 Lyndhurst

FIOUS imweubatar 15 virfusl ™ In
stead ol meoving inlo Lne same
Duilding, entreprensurs pel advice
Vi phone or e-mat from the pro
ecl s director, Jonsthas Cloud

oLher

s A

bator is doing what incubators have long
done, giving entrepreneurs the basics: a
place {0 set up shop and tom an idea
into a reality, all without breaking the

hank.

“The EcoComplex was a fantastic re-
source for us,” said Brown, who gradu-
ated from the facllity's temporary, low-
cost quarters before moving his company
back to Ohio, “There's not another fa-
cility like it. Nobody has accomplished

what New Jersey has done,”

and nonprofits,

These days, [or example he's
advising an FDU engineering stu-
dent and & professor who will begin
CONVE r pasnline vehicles to -
Brids or pure electrc cars this sum
mer, and is working with tap watoer
and hydropower ventures.

Michel Bitritto manages: the
Mew Jersey Mepdowlands Business
Accelerator, and she's talking Lo &
dozen companies about moving
this fall into a 12.7T00-square-foot
Ludlding in Lvndhurst, The focus
will be on alternative and renews
ble energy, and green technology.

This mrows out of Gov, Cor-
#ine's erergy master plan — we will
nelp W implement and  ourtore
those fechnologies thal muke us
more sustainable,” Bitritto said
With energy prices hitting pvery-
one in the pocketbook, the time is
plght Lo do this”

The EecoComplex’s tenants in-
clude orchid prower Kevin Chang,
whi 1% leasing greenhouse space gt
discounted prices while he gets his
eommercidl nursery off the ground,
Other tenants are working with al
Lernative fuels, including ethanol,
iediese] and methane, as well ax
drinking waler puriication and car
bon dioxdde reduction

The EcoComplex, meanwhile, is

New Jersey is a hotbed for renewable-
energy ventures, experts said, but the
missing link is central coordination be-
tween povernment, academia, business

“We could do more than any other
state,” said Jeff Tittel head of the state's
Sierra Club chapter. “There are lots of in-
dividual efforts here and there, but not

{8ee ECOGOMPLEX, Pape 33|

a joint venlure with Burlineton
Cournty, whose landfill supplies the
methane, carbon dioxde, waste
wond, crushed plass and  waste
waler EcoComplex ventures tap for
their research.

ROOM TO GROW

EcoComplex acting director
David Specea still has some vacant
lab space and 1= jooking for at least
three more Lenants. There's also
some room i the greenhouse

“We can offer a lot to companies
W ”FH.Z'I!:E an DUT“IZIIZ‘]T"‘ because of
the =solid waste, water quality and
ENEINesning expertise we have at
Rutgers and at this facility,”
Specch, whose family also operates
a vegetable farm in Burlington
County

He sees potential for altemative
energy technology from “biomass”
— the organic refuse produced by
New Jersey's 8 million-plus, densely
packed population. "There's a lot
of energy availoble in trash if you
have the right technology, and as
the price of energy rises, technolo-
gies that are sitting on the shell
TLOW are gotng Lo be developed ™

said

Venlures generadly get o five-

year start in the incubator, where
lab and office

thev get W lends:

space at below-market prices, as
well as technical help and guidanc
— then they move on, W make way
for other startups.

EcoComplex graduale TerraCy
cle, the Trenton company that
makes organic plant food from
worm  excrement, expects Lo hit
28 million in revenue this vear,

“We would not exist today with
out the EcoComplex,” said chief
execitive Tom Szaky, who founded
TerraCyele in his Princeton Unlver
siby dorm room in 2001, “They gave
us space when we cowldn't afford
it, They gave us Lerms we could ve
with”

The Burlington County landfill
adjacent to the EcoComplex uses
landfill methane Lo run a 7.5 mega

watt electricity generator

Hobert Simkins, Burlington
County's district solid-waste coor
dinaior, envisions the EcoComplex
a5 # cleannghouse for trash-to-er-
erpy projects around Lhe state,

“IES just 8 mutter of time and
it"s word of mouth We don't have a
big staff thut can 2o out and mar
ket $his,"”

Beth Fitz AETT tiled tr Gy De reached

1 efilzgeraldin slarledger,.com or
973 3924111

he said
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U.S. probes
activities

~~ of Katz as

union chief
Corzine’s ex-girlfriend
loses bid to regain post

BY JOSH MARGOLIN
STAR-LEDNGER STAFF

Federal authorities have opened an investigation
into the union activities of Carla Katz, the ousted
leader of New Jersey's largest state-worker unjon and
former girlfriend of Gov. Jon Corzine.

Investigators are seeking union records connected
with Katz's management of Communications Workers
of America Local 1034, according to three people fa-
miliar with a subpoena issued Tuesday. The authorit-
ies are focusing on an internal CWA probe that re-
cently accused Katz of misappropriating union
money, said the sources, who declined to be identified
because they were not authorzed to discuss the
probe,

Separately, a federal judge in Trenton vesterday
denied Eatz's petition to be reinstated as union head,
pending a formal hearing on the charges against ner.

.5, District Judge Freda L. Wolfson said the na-
tional union appeared to be acting within its rights
when it locked Katz and her fellow Local 1034 officers
out of their headguarters and installed a temporary
administrator to manage the local's affairs July 7.

The judge did grant Katz's request to postpone a
July 22 union hearing on the ouster, but left it to at-
torneys to determine when that hearing should be re-
scheduled, adding they should select a date “that is
&0om."

The criminal inguiry came into public view Tues-
day afternoon when federal apents served a subpoena
on CWA national headoguarters in Washington,

|See KATL, Page 5|

Pentagon looking
to boost its forces
In Afghanistan

BY LOLITA C. BALDDR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pentagon leaders vesterday sig-
naled a surge in U.S, forces in Afghanistan “sooner
rather than later” — a shift that could come later this
year as they prepare o cut troop levels in Irag,

Faced with an inereasingly sophisticated insur-
gency, particularly along Afghanistan’s border with
Pakistan, defense officials said that sending more
troops would have a significant impact on the vio-
lence,

“I think that we are clearly working very hard to
see if there are opportunities to send additional forces
sooner rather than later,” Defense Secretary Robert
Gates told Pentagon reporters. But he added that no
final decisions or recommendations have been made.

His comments suggested an acceleration in what
had been plans to shift forees there early next year,
And they came as the political discourse on Afghani-
stan as a key military priority escalated on both Capi-
tol Hill and the presidential campaign trail

Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Stafl, who recently returned from meetings with com-
manders in Afghanistan, said they clearly want more

[See TROOPS, Page 6]
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his day in court

A Superior Cournt judge
will decide on the fate of
a civil suit against state
Supreme Court Justice
Roberto Rivera-5oto
stemming from his
intervent.on in a feud
inwolving his san. Page 13




